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Issue to be raised by Cllr Negus, Chair, Neighbourhoods Scrutiny Commission

At the Neighbourhoods Scrutiny Commission on 24th April, members considered a report on the 
proposed budget cuts to the Tree Service, and debated the potential impacts of this.  In light of this, 
the Commission resolved to propose as a scrutiny activity for 2017/18, that the Tree Policy is 
reviewed to ensure that it is relevant in the face of the changing service that will be provided.

Further to this, the Commission Chair wishes to comment on the discussion at Neighbourhoods 
Scrutiny, and in particular to bring to the attention of Cabinet that the Commission identified a 
potentially serious risk to public safety  and a further serious financial risk to the Council  from 
increasing insurance claims, caused by reducing funding to street trees, and that this risk needs to be 
acknowledged and evaluated.


