
Appendix A: Assessment Criteria (National); site by site results; summary of primary road safety 
education

PV Squared

This is the nationally accepted method used by most Local Authorities, of assessing whether a site is 
appropriate for the location of a School Crossing Patrol.  It is based on the number of vehicles that 
pass a location (V) and the number of pedestrians that cross the road close to that point (P) within 
the ‘busiest’ half hour. 

This data is used to calculate PV Squared using the ‘busiest’ half hour within an hour period.  If this 
comes to over 4 Million then the site justifies a School Crossing Patrol.  The figure of 4 Million is 
expressed as 100 for ease of understanding.  So anything over 100 justifies an SCP.   

If PV Squared is below 100 then some other adjustment factors can be used such as speed of traffic, 
width of carriageway and footway, numbers of large vehicles,  numbers of unaccompanied children, 
location at a junction and visibility to adjust the score at any particular site.  If using the resulting 
compound multiplier PV Squared does still not reach 100 then it is considered not to be a suitable 
SCP site.

For our calculations we have used a multiplier for children under 11 for all the sites.  We have also 
included all adults crossing at the site.  

Engineered Crossings

The decision to automatically lose any School Crossing Patrol where there is an already existing 
button operated pedestrian crossing or a zebra crossing is based on the fact that unlike other sites, 
there is an existing safer location to cross the road.  In addition, the location of SCPs on a pedestrian 
crossing can often be confusing to drivers.  On crossings with lights, it has been found that drivers 
are looking at the SCP rather than the lights and then start moving before the lights change.  With 
zebra crossings, although the SCP is there to help everyone cross, drivers can also start to move 
when the SCP starts to return to the footway and not observe other pedestrians (adults) who begin 
to cross, creating an ambiguous and potentially unsafe situation.  As an authority we have already 
notified schools that in locations where an SCP works on an engineered crossing, if the SCP resigns or 
retires, we would not be replacing them.  Other authorities have also already made the decision to 
remove SCPs from engineered sites.

Road Safety Education at Primary School level.

Currently the Road Safety Education Team offers Road Safety Resources and training to all Primary 
Schools in Bristol.  The resources have been developed so that each year the skills learned build on 
those from the previous year (known as ‘spiralling’). 

 ‘Nursery and Reception Years: Loan of road safety resources including mini pedestrian lights.  
Road Safety talks to parents from a Road Safety Officer.



 Year 1 and 2: ‘Pavement Professors’ pedestrian training scheme made up of six ‘on road’ 
sessions.  

 Year 3 and 4: ‘Trail Blazers’ a one off workshop building on the practical road safety skills 
learned through Pavement Professors.

 Year 5: ‘School Gate Report’ children observe the Road Safety Behaviour outside the school 
and turn their observations into a newsletter for the other children and parents at the 
school.

 Year 6: ‘Speed Awareness’:  Children use speed guns to observe the traffic near the school 
and look at ‘driver distractions’.

 Year 5/6: Bikeability 
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