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The Arena

The Overview and Scrutiny Management Board (OSMB) have ongoing concerns that the decision 
regarding the future of the Arena will be made without the opportunity for adequate scrutiny of 
the proposals. This concern was expressed by Members of all 4 political parties and it was agreed 
that this should be submitted to the March Cabinet.

Elected Members represent their communities and therefore should be involved in shaping the 
Arena proposals prior to decision at a Cabinet meeting.  The location of the Arena is the primary 
issue that requires consideration and it is vital that Members have time to fully consider the 
opportunities and risks in relation to the recommended site, particularly regarding the economy, 
employment and transport. 

Members also asked for further clarification regarding community consultation and in terms of the 
instructions for the Value for Money Review, noting that it would be insufficient to see a 
recommendation if the brief was not available in full. 

OSMB request confirmation of the date on which the Arena decision will be made by the 
Mayor/Cabinet, as well as the proposed timetable and plan for Scrutiny and community 
engagement.  In the meantime, following media speculation, OSMB has arranged a briefing on 8th 
March, on the current planning position, as part of preparing for further scrutiny activity.


