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RECOMMENDATIONS 

1) The Neighbourhood Partnership endorses the proposed shortlist of three 

future road schemes (see Section 3 below for details). 

2) The Neighbourhood Committee approves the spending of £2,000 on 

crossing haloes, when spending is allowed (see Section 4 below for details). 

1. Sustainable Travel Working Group meetings 

We have held three meetings since the last report, in October, November and 

December 2016. Regular participants in the group (attending at least two of the last 

three meetings) have been: Tom Brook, Martin Fodor, Roger Gimson, Andrew 

McGrath, Kevin Molloy and Gavin Spittlehouse. 

Meeting notes are available on request for each of the meetings held so far.  

2. Completed and pending road schemes 

All except one of the road schemes previously selected by BCR NP have now been 

completed. This includes the recent junction improvements at the Cotham Brow / 

Redland Road mini-roundabout. The 2016/17 scheme for traffic calming on 

Sommerville Road still awaits a revised, less costly design from BCC Highways. 

There are some minor works still outstanding including the provision of dropped 

kerbs at the Cambridge Road / Clevedon Road junction. Traffic monitoring at the 

sites of three potential crossings has been completed, but the results have not been 

forthcoming from BCC Highways despite repeated reminders. 

3. Selection of future road schemes 

The working group has reviewed outstanding issues on Traffic Choices and selected 

three potential road schemes as candidates for implementation in 2017/18. However, 

at the time of writing, there is a pending proposal from Bristol City Council that will 

remove funding for local traffic schemes currently devolved to Neighbourhood 

Partnerships. Furthermore, following our request made on 2nd November, BCC 

Highways Department has not been able to provide a preliminary evaluation and 

costing of these schemes due to lack of officer time. 



 
 

We therefore list the three schemes we have selected below with our own evaluation 

of each. We ask the Neighbourhood Partnership to endorse this proposed 

shortlist of three future road schemes, in the hope that, even if they can no longer 

be funded by the NP in 2017/18, they will be considered for implementation by BCC 

Highways. We still ask BCC Highways to complete their preliminary evaluation and 

costing of these schemes so that we are still able to make a selection if we are 

requested to nominate a single scheme for 2017/18. 

3.1. Cranbrook Road crossing (Traffic Choices Issue #1224) 

Cranbrook Road is a busy road, especially at commute times, between Westbury 

Park and Zetland/Gloucester Road. In particular, there is a long stretch at the upper 

part of the road with no pedestrian crossing facilities. The junction with Cairns Road / 

Harcourt Hill is of particular concern. It is part of a well-used route to and from 

schools with Redland Green and Westbury Park schools on one side and St 

Bonaventures and Bishop Road schools on the other. Local residents started a 

campaign for a pedestrian crossing at this location in early 2016, and have submitted 

a petition to Bristol City Council supported by 387 signatures. 

BCR NP requested and paid for traffic monitoring at the site, which was carried out in 

September 2016. However, at the time of writing, the results have still not been sent 

to us. As well as showing the number of vehicles using Cranbrook Road, monitoring 

should also show if it is possible to have a zebra crossing at this site. As the road is 

on a gradient, vehicles, especially those going downhill, often exceed the 20mph 

speed limit. Unintuitive though it is, regulations do not allow a zebra crossing if 

vehicle speeds are excessive. There may not be sufficient usage to warrant a signal-

controlled crossing. If a zebra crossing is not possible, we would advocate at least 

build-outs to enable pedestrians to see beyond parked cars and to reduce the road 

width to help slow traffic. 

It should be noted that traffic monitoring took place at two other sites at which 

crossings had been requested, for which the results are also still awaited. These are 

at Kersteman Road (Traffic Choices Issue #1015) and at Redland Green Road 

(Traffic Choices Issues #1011, #1208, #1234). We have made the assumption that 

the monitoring will show that vehicle frequency is much higher at Cranbrook Road 

(classified as a B-road), making it a higher safety priority. 

3.2. Church Road congestion (Traffic Choices Issue #574) 

The problems of congested residential streets in Bishopston was addressed at the 

special public forum held by the Neighbourhood Partnership in September 2016. A 

final report on this meeting is available on the BCRNP.org.uk website. Church Road 

is one of the streets most affected by rat-running and stand-offs between facing 

vehicles, and was chosen for a preliminary investigation by BCC Highways when it 

was within the Horfield and Lockleaze NP boundary. Two schemes were outlined to 



 
 

the NP but not funded by them – one to make Church Road one-way and the other 

to use road markings in an attempt to slow traffic. 

At the special public forum, residents living in and around Church Road indicated 

that they would prefer to see the road closed to through motorised traffic. We asked 

BCC Highways to evaluate the potential for closing Church Road between its 

junctions with Milton Road and Hughenden Road (though other options might be 

possible, such as at its junction with Wellington Hill), but after an initial exchange of 

email they have not had time to complete this evaluation.  

We see this scheme as a good opportunity to pilot an approach to reducing local 

congestion that, similar to the Easton Safer Streets scheme, could be carried out 

with detailed consultation with local residents to find the most appropriate approach, 

and could be evaluated over a period of, say, a year to see if the outcome was 

successful. There are several other streets in Bishopston that might also welcome 

such measures and would eagerly await the results of such a pilot scheme. 

3.3. Ralph Road / Muller Road junction (Traffic Choices Issue #1086) 

Muller Road is a busy road that provides a walking route to Fairfield School. The 

junction with Ralph Road is on the same side of Muller Road as the school, but is 

difficult to cross because of vehicles turning into Ralph Road from Muller Road. 

There is a central refuge, but the corner is shallow and vehicles are not sufficiently 

slowed. Because this is on a bus route, it would be difficult to make the corner on the 

northern side tighter, but buses do not turn into Ralph Road from the south, so the 

southern corner could be reconfigured to slow turning traffic and so make it safer to 

cross at the refuge. 

Again, evaluation of this scheme by BCC Highways has been delayed. If 

reconfiguration did not involve changing parking restrictions on this corner, it may be 

possible for this to be carried out as minor works fairly cheaply, so not even require 

to be considered as a road scheme. 

4. Hampton Road crossing haloes (Traffic Choices Issue #1357) 

Reports had been received about vehicles not stopping at the existing zebra 

crossing on Hampton Road near the Western College medical practice. This 

crossing is on two frequently used school routes to and from SS Peter & Paul 

Primary School and Cotham School. To increase the visibility of this crossing we 

recommend it should have LED haloes added, as has been done at two previous 

crossings on Coldharbour Road.  

The Hampton Road crossing lies on the border with Central, Clifton and Harbourside 

NP. We have agreement from the CCH NP Traffic group to propose we halve the 

£4000 cost between us. For BCR NP, this would require £2000 spending to be 



 
 

approved from the previously allocated Sustainable Travel budget limit of £7000. 

However, both NPs are currently under a spending freeze. 

We therefore request the Neighbourhood Committee approves the spending of 

£2,000 on crossing haloes, when spending is allowed. 

5. Response to Joint Transport Study 

After consultation amongst the working group participants and with NP members, the 

working group submitted a response to the West of England Joint Transport Study 

for transport in the Greater Bristol area over the next 20 years. The main suggestion 

affecting our NP area is that Gloucester Road should be a Rapid Transit Corridor, to 

the potential detriment of local traffic. The response document is available on the 

BCRNP.org.uk website. 

 

 

Traffic Choices tracker for BCR NP is accessible at: 

https://tracker.trafficchoices.co.uk/partnership/3/show 


