Downs Maintenance Report
As we look towards Spring, happily ground conditions on the Downs are favourable. This is helpful
as it allows for more accessibility and as a result greater productivity. Being able to go to all parts of
the Downs without the fear of getting stuck is always helpful in this line of work! but is not always
the case at this time of year.
Our normal programme of duties continues, weekly football pitch provision, litter clearance and
daily goat monitoring to name but a few.
We have another 5 weeks to go with the scrub management plan before we cease this work due to
the onset of nesting bird season. We are making significant progress in increasing the meterage of
areas that can be accessed by the hay cut. In this way we get more grass into the annual hay cut
regime and we help to give pockets of limestone grassland habitats a chance to survive the ever
present threat of being lost to scrub/woodland.
From now and across the Spring the team will be repainting and refurbishing our bench stock on the
Downs. The team will be helped in this area by community payback workers. It is useful to have this
extra resource to allow for a greater proportion of our circa 115 benches on the Downs to be worked
on.
The bespoke carved bench that was commissioned to sit in the children’s playground in Clifton has
been cleaned and given a new coat of varnish.
I have had meetings with the organiser of the Glow run (a new event for this year ) and with the
Avon Gorge and Downs Wildlife project. The latter meeting was to look at the implementation of
the new tree trail on the Granny Down. The team will be assisting with any works needed for this to
unveiled later this year.
HEALTH AND SAFETY
Members may have noticed a medium sized rock fall event in the Bridge Valley Rd area. Engineers
from WSP have been in attendance. We await the outcome of their report for more information on
what actions may be required going forward to manage this. For now we have closed off access to
the footpath that leads between the steps at the bottom of Bridge Valley Rd and the Promenade in
Clifton.
Yesterday the team (myself included) carried out the first of 3 consecutive Sundays of scheduled
work to cut back vegetation and trees to allow for rock and structural inspections to take place. We
follow with the 3rd and 10th of February to finish this work. Please note that Bridge Valley Rd will be
closed to traffic on those dates, between 8am and 4pm.
The owner of the Observatory seeks final permission from the committee to install further lighting
units on the path leading up onto Observatory Hill. He has the various assents needed and has
sourced units that closely match the ones already to be found on the surrounding Christchurch
Green. He intends to use a contactor approved by Historic England. There is no start date in place
yet as he wants this final sign off before commencing.
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Lighting on Path proposal – Clifton Observatory
On behalf of The Clifton Observatory we would like to add additional lighting to the path
leading down from The Observatory to the main road. We are specifically looking at the
dense wooded section of the path that is dark for pedestrians to walk back to the main road
on an evening after leaving The Observatory.
Therefore we would like to propose the following:•
•
•
•
•

Proposed to use matching lamps to those already existing on The Downs to ensure
in keeping with the area.
The lamps would be spaced in line with the current lights – 30 yards apart.
Clifton Observatory will cover the costs and implementation.
Location – path ½ - at 30 yard intervals, up to the intersection with path 5 (see below)
– so no lighting on the top section
Historic and Natural England sign off – see in this document.

3

Lighting on Path proposal – Clifton Observatory
Consent from Historic England – Email

From: Barge, Melanie [mailto:Melanie.Barge@HistoricEngland.org.uk]
Sent: 05 December 2017 11:57
To: Ian Johnson <ian@sixdegs.com>
Cc: Souter, Samuel <Samuel.Souter@HistoricEngland.org.uk>
Subject: RE: Observatory - Path to the Observatory

Dear Ian
Sorry for the delay in getting back to you on this. I’ve discussed it with Samuel and
we have no concerns, it looks like a good solution. The works will need scheduled
monument consent but the archaeological contractor will know this and be able to
apply on your behalf. Are you still looking to use Wessex?
All the best
Mel Barge (Ms)
Inspector of Ancient Monuments
Planning Group
29 Queen Square, Bristol, BS1 4ND
Direct Line: 0117 9751300 Mobile: 07795 665657
https://historicengland.org.uk/southwest
Follow us on Twitter at @HE_SouthWest
For the first time ever, you can now share your knowledge and photos on the nation's list of
historic buildings and places www.historicengland.org.uk/ETL #ListEngland
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Lighting on Path proposal – Clifton Observatory
Location of existing lighting

The above is Path 1 in yellow on the below diagram.
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Lighting on Path proposal – Clifton Observatory
Location of existing lighting

The above is Path 1 in yellow on the below diagram. We propose to use the like for like
lamps and matching the spacing of the above lighting.
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Lighting on Path proposal – Clifton Observatory
Location of existing lighting

The above proposed lighting locations are shown in Green and Blue as Path 5 & 6 on the
below diagram. We propose to use the like for like lamps and matching the spacing of the
lighting already in place in this area.
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Lighting on Path proposal – Clifton Observatory
Detailed works to be carried out for installation
TBC
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